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Roger A. Lohmann 
West Virginia University In	this	book,	Bruce	R.	Sievers	displays	both	the	characteristics	and	the	weaknesses	of	academic	political	philosophy	as	a	tool	for	investigating	civil	society.	He	also	raises	troubling	perspectives	about	philanthropy	and	the	national	foundation	subculture	within	which	the	book	embeds	itself.		The	author	treats	the	problems	of	civil	society	and	philanthropy	as	problems	in	political	philosophy,	and	offers	a	portrait	of	philanthropy	that	suggests	a	kind	of	privately	accessed	shadow	state	capable	of	determining	and	acting	upon	the	common	good.			Sievers’	book	will,	no	doubt,	be	of	greatest	interest	to	students	in	political	theory	courses	and	professional	staff	at	the	largest	national	and	international	foundations	who	see	themselves	as	the	appointed	guardians	of	the	American	national	common	good.	His	perspective,	particularly	in	the	final	three	chapters,	will	be	less	satisfying	for	political	pluralists	of	all	stripes	and	those	who	share	well-founded	doubts	that	logical	arguments	amid	critical	reviews	and	commentaries	on	the	history	of	political	thought	can	provide	definitive	answers	to	the	questions	the	book	addresses.	The	book	will	be	least	useful	to	readers	outside	the	American	context,	smaller	local	and	regional	foundations,	donors,	nonprofit	and	voluntary	organizations	and	other	denizens	of	the	ordinary	plural	social	worlds	of	civil	society	and	philanthropy	who	see	themselves	in	less	Olympian	terms	than	as	keepers	of	the	fate	of	the	common	good.	The	book	consists	of	an	introduction	and	seven	chapters:	Institutional	Structures,	Normative	Traditions,	The	Emergence	of	Civil	Society	in	the	Dutch	Republic,	The	Enlightenment	Legacy,	Civil	Society	in	America,	Private	and	Public	Goods	in	the	Twenty-first	Century	and	Philanthropy,	and	Civil	Society	and	the	Commons.	The	selection	of	civil	society	institutions	(which	Sievers	refers	to	as	strands)	around	which	the	volume	is	woven	is	interesting	because	it	contains	several	novel	elements	in	a	novel	combination:	civil	society	is	said	to	consist	of	philanthropy,	the	common	good,	rule	of	law,	nonprofit	and	voluntary	institutions,	individual	rights,	free	expression	and	tolerance.	His	thoughtful	comments	and	observations	on	these	strands	should	give	pause	to	those	readers	of	this	journal	who	are	inclined	to	think	of	civil	society	only	in	terms	of	nonprofit	organizations	or	voluntary	associations.	
	
1	A revised and edited version of this review was published at Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector 
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